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Community
Cuisines 
Friday 19th June | 5:00–10:00pm 

Food is one of the most important and visible
 symbols of cultural heritage. Come along and
engage with community members and build bridges.
With plenty of free food and complementary taster
Indian head massages and Reiki, this is a wonderful
opportunity to meet and share a meal with people
from around the world.

LOCATION: St. Augustine’s Church Hall, 
St Augustine’s Street, Norwich 
ADMISSION COST: Free
SUITABILITY: Open to all
ACCESSIBILITY: Fully accessible for all users 
ORGANISING INSTITUTIONS: Sponsored by
 Asylum Voice, with coordination assistance from
New Routes and Norwich Mind

One for the
Road/Ashes 
to Ashes /Press 
Conference
Three short plays by Harold Pinter

Friday 19th June | 7:45pm 

The Norwich Theatre Royal Actors Company in
 association with Writers’ Centre Norwich present a
rehearsed reading of three extraordinary plays about
torture, abuse and autocratic regime. 

‘…Harold Pinter is famous for his views on  foreign
politics – in particular, for his views on tyranny,
 oppression, and the involvement of the world’s
leading nations in the politics of smaller nations.
The twist is that Pinter… has a terrific knack for
menace, heartlessness, authority…’
Financial Times

This is a Shahrazad event supported by the EU 
culture programme.

LOCATION: The Curve in The Forum
ADMISSION COST: £3 available from the  Theatre
Royal Box Office (01603 630 000)
SUITABILITY: 12+
ACCESSIBILITY: Fully accessible for all users
ORGANISING INSTITUTIONS: The Norwich
 Theatre Royal Actors Company in association 
with Writers’ Centre Norwich

ASHES TO ASHES was first presented by the Royal Court Theatre at

the Ambassadors Theatre, London on 12 September 1996.

Find out about the lives and times of the Strangers
of Norwich. Use original sources such as inventories
to find out more about who the Strangers were,
what they had in their homes, and what clothes
they wore. You can even have a go at painting 
your own Dutch style tile and much more besides.

LOCATION: The Undercroft, Strangers’ Hall
ADMISSION COST: Normal admission charge 
to museum only. (Adult: £3.30, 
Family Ticket: £9.10, Concession: £2.80, 
Young Person (4-16): £1.80)
SUITABILITY: Ages 7 and over
ACCESSIBILITY:
Fully accessible for all users
ORGANISING INSTITUTIONS:
Strangers’ Hall in partnership 
with Norfolk Record Office

Saturday 20th June | 11:00am–12:30pm and 2:00–4:00pm

Family Day: The
Strangers of Norwich
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Living Library: 
Borrow a Person
Saturday 20th June | 12:00–5:00pm

The Living Library is back! It works just like a
 regular library, but instead of borrowing a
 paperback, you ‘borrow’ a person for up to half an
hour and have a conversation with them  directly.
‘Book titles’ include members of the Norwich refugee
and asylum community as well as those working 
to support them. This is a perfect  opportunity to
learn more about refugee issues in a revolutionary
new way.

LOCATION: Outside the Forum
ADMISSION COST: Free
SUITABILITY: Open to everyone. Under 16’s must
be accompanied by an adult.
ACCESSIBILITY: Fully accessible for all users
ORGANISING INSTITUTIONS:
Living Library Norwich

The Kite Runner
Sunday 21st June 2009 | 2:45pm

In a divided country on the verge of war, two
 childhood friends, Amir and Hassan, are about to be
torn apart forever in this superlative  adaptation of
Khaled Hosseini’s much admired novel. It’s a  glorious
afternoon in Kabul and the skies are filled with the
exhilarating joy of a kite-fighting  tournament. But in
the aftermath of the day’s victory, one boy’s fearful
act of betrayal will mark their lives forever and set in
motion an epic quest for redemption. After 20 years
of living in America, Amir (Abdalla) returns to a
 perilous Afghanistan under Taliban rule to face the
secrets that still haunt him and take one last daring
chance to set things right.

LOCATION: Cinema City
ADMISSION COST:
Full Price: £7.50 | Member: £5.50
Concessionary member: £4.00
Concession: £5.00 | Child: £4.50
SUITABILITY: 12a
ACCESSIBILITY: Fully accessible for all users
ORGANISING INSTITUTIONS:    Cinema City

To celebrate the finale of Refugee Week, Writers’
Centre Norwich is organising a family fun day at
Eaton park that will include entertaining activities
for all ages.

Bring along a picnic and enjoy performances and
activities including storytelling for young people,
poetry readings, face painting, carnival costumes
and a good helping of traditional brass band music
to play out the day.

The morning will see John Row, storyteller and
poet, entertaining children with his unique
 repertoire of tales and poetry. For those that enjoy
crafts, the Spirit of Carnival group will provide
materials and assistance with mask making, pom-
pom streamers for children and carnival costumes
with headdresses for families to view and try.

During the afternoon there will be two half hour
slots of thoughtful poetry exploring friendship and
community from three exiled poets: Nela Milic,
 Valbona Voca Bashota and Soheila Ghodstinat. 

A final flourish to events will bring music to your
ears. Brass music to be precise, so bring along a
deck chair and while the afternoon away.

This is a Shahrazad event supported by the EU
 culture programme.

LOCATION: Eaton Park
ADMISSION COST: Free
SUITABILITY: All
ACCESSIBILITY: Fully accessible for all users
ORGANISING INSTITUTIONS:
Writers’ Centre Norwich

Sunday 21st June | 11:00am–4:00pm

Family Fun Day

WHO’S WHO?
ASYLUM SEEKER: Someone who is fleeing
 persecution in their homeland, has arrived in
another country, made themselves known to the
authorities and exercised the legal right to apply
for asylum.
REFUGEE: Someone whose asylum application
has been successful and who is allowed to stay
in another country having proved they would
face persecution back home.

‘FAILED’ ASYLUM SEEKER: A person whose
asylum application has failed and who has no
other protection claim awaiting a decision. Some
refused asylum seekers voluntarily return home,
others are forcibly returned and for some it is 
not safe or practical for them to return until
 conditions in their country change.
ECONOMIC MIGRANT: Someone who has
moved to another country to work.
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Date: Event: Page:

14th June Refugee Week Launch 3

16th–19th June History Trail 4

7th–21st June Refugee Week on Future Radio 4

14th–20th June Digital Stories: Shahrazad Letters to Europe 5

14th June Family Sunday: Sanctuary 6

14th June Family Sunday: Friends 6

14th June Persepolis 7

15th June Norwich, City of Refuge: A Walk 7

16th June Commoners and Kings: 1000 years of refugees in Norfolk 8

16th and 17th June Food and Stories from Around the World 8

16th June Life on the Borderline 9

16th June Asylum Dialogues 10

17th June Who Were the Norwich Strangers: A Walk 11

17th June Late Shift Refugee Week Special 11

17th June Refugee Encounters: A Talk 12

18th and 20th June A Welcome Without Reservation? 12

18th June Refugees Who Changed the World: A Talk 13

19th June Community Cuisines 14

19th June One for the Road/ Ashes to Ashes/ Press Conference: 14
Three short plays by Harold Pinter

20th June Family Day: The Strangers of Norwich 15

20th June Living Library: Borrow a Person 16

21st June The Kite Runner 16

21st June Family Fun Day 17

Calendar of Events
Location name

1 Norwich City Football Club Shop
2 The Forum
3 Strangers’ Hall 
4 Blackfriars’ Hall
5 City Hall
6 Guildhall  
7 Norwich City Football Club Ground 
8 Bishop’s Palace 

Discovering Refugee History Panels 

Discovering Refugee History Panels 

Places of Interest 

Please note that details of event times and programme details are correct at time of print but may be subject
to change. Contact organising institutions nearer the time for updates. 



“Compassion has long been a part of British culture,
and Britons are proud of our history of providing
refuge to people seeking sanctuary and of the vibrant
communities that refugees have helped to build. 

Refugee Week is a celebration of the diverse
 contribution of refugees to our society, and a week
with an important role to play in fostering greater
understanding between all of our communities. 

It is also a time when all those who continue to live
in fear of persecution are at the forefront of our
minds, and I know that Britain will continue to
offer a safe haven to people fleeing desperate
 situations in the years to come.”
Prime Minister Gordon Brown

“Refugee Week is a great way of celebrating the
 contribution refugees have made to arts, culture,
economy and wider society. What better way of
marking our commitment to a shared future
 together in an enriched United Kingdom. The
positive and varied programme highlights not only
the part played by refugees, but also reminds us of
our proud history of welcoming them and the
 immense value of tolerance. Indeed, behind all the
negative headlines live real people building for
themselves new lives, fulfilling their potential, and
improving our society for everyone. I send you all
my best wishes.” 
Nick Clegg Leader of the Liberal Democrats

ASYLUM 
VOICE NASREF Spirit of 

Carnival

As part of its Norwich City of Refuge Programme, Writers’ Centre Norwich has coordinated a range 
of  activities and events with the support of:

National Support

“The British tradition of welcoming genuine refugees to this country is a great one, and I hope we  continue to
show this generosity of spirit in the future. Refugees who have come to this country have produced many of
the things we regard as  typically British, Marks and Spencer an excellent example. I hope Refugee Week is a
great success.” 
David Cameron Leader of the Conservative Party

Writers’ Centre Norwich,
14 Princes Street, Norwich NR3 1AE
www.writerscentrenorwich.org.uk

Norwich
City of Refuge

See www.refugeeweek.org.uk 
for more comments of support




